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Teacher: Mrs. Kathleen Rowan
OLJH Phone Number: 904-336-5775

Teacher Voice Mail: #65867
Email Address: kathleen.rowan@myoneclay.net 
Please call Amy DiDomenico in the Guidance Office to schedule parent conferences. 
Class Design
I’m delighted to have the opportunity to work with your child this year.  Together we will explore science.  My science class is built on the learning cycle of exploration, concept development, and application of technology in our everyday lives.  The sixth grade science curriculum has the overall goal of providing students with a comprehensive approach to learning science and to strengthen their understanding of the fundamentals in life, physical, and earth sciences.  Furthermore, we strive to encourage students’ scientific curiosity and to refine their science investigation skills by utilizing science process skills.
Units of Study:  Sixth Grade Comprehensive Curriculum
	1St Quarter

Nature of Science
Earth Science

Introduce Science Project
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	2nd Quarter
Weather Unit
Science Fair Project (completed)
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	3rd Quarter
Weather Unit (continued)
Energy and Motion

Forces

Cells and Life Processes
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	4th Quarter
Human Body
Fighting Diseases
Diversity of Life
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STUDENT EXPECTATIONS

Students are expected to behave in a manner which insures that all students have an equal opportunity to learn in a distraction free environment. My rules are: Be cooperative, be prepared, be responsible, and be respectful. Consequences are: verbal or non-verbal cue to correct the behavior, conference with student, refocus (timeout in another classroom), parent contact, lunch detention, before or after school detention, and referral.
** Tardy Policy: Please be sure to review the Tardy Policy in the student planner. 
SCIENCE SUPPLIES
Each student should have the following: Either a three ring binder with pockets, or a duo tang folder (pockets and prongs) and either a subject spiral notebook or composition notebook, blue and black pens, #2 pencils (bring at least 2 per day), and notebook paper. 
Optional: highlighter, sticky notes, hand-held pencil sharpener,$5.00 lab fee (which will cover the cost of consumables used in lab activities.) Wish List: paper towels, individually wrapped candy, tissues, disinfectant wipes, rulers, and a ream of white computer paper
The student science book is consumable. County funding allows us to issue one textbook per student. Responsibility for their textbook is of the utmost importance.
PLANNER/COMMUNICATION
Students are expected to have their OLJH Student Planner with them at all times.  The Planner is a wonderful tool of communication for student, parent, and teacher.  Your child will record all assignments in the Planner.  We urge parents to check the Planner DAILY for assignments and teacher notes.  Please follow up by checking the homework completed against the assignment given.
Also, please make sure that your child’s teacher has your current email address and phone number.
GRADING
Each unit of study will consist of a variety of work from the text, class notes, lab activities, projects, homework, and research.  All students should complete every class and homework assignment by the time that it is due.  Grades will be calculated as follows: homework - 15%, quizzes - 25%, tests - 30%, and class work/labs - 30%.  Student progress will be communicated through interim reports, report cards, verbal and written communication, Focus, and conferences.
MAKE-UP WORK
Students who are absent from class are responsible for making up all missed class work, lab work, homework, quizzes and tests.  It is the STUDENT’S responsibility to go to the teacher to pick up missed assignments upon returning to school.  For an extended absence please refer to the makeup policy in the student handbook.  Also, you may call the office to have assignments ready for pick up if a student will be out for several days.  If a student knows of an upcoming planned absence, he/she should get assignments prior to the absence.  Students are asked to record in their Planner the names and phone numbers of three science study buddies whom they may call for help or information. Homework will be listed on the classroom website weekly (kmrowan.weebly.com).
LAB SAFETY
Lab safety rules and procedures will be discussed the first week of school.  Each student will be given a safety contract which must be signed by the parent and returned to school.
Science Projects

*All students will be required to complete a major Science Project. Entering the Science Fair is optional and the opportunity to participate will be given to all students. Specific guidelines will be provided to each student in the form of a packet. The electronic form of the Science Project book is on Focus under lessons and also on my website (kmrowan.weebly.com)
I look forward to working with your child this year. 





         Go Yellow Jackets!!!
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Parent Signature_____________________________
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